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Michigan Law Revision Commission Meeting 
Wednesday, March 19, 2014  12:00 noon 

Room 426  State Capitol Building 
100 N. Capitol Avenue  Lansing, Michigan 

 
Members Present:      Members Absent and Excused: 
Richard McLellan, Chair      Senator Tonya Schuitmaker 
Tony Derezinski, Vice Chair     Senator Vincent Gregory 
Representative Andrew Kandrevas     
Representative Tom Leonard 
John Strand 
George Ward 
Judge William Whitbeck 

 
I. Convening of Meeting  
The Chair called the meeting to order at 12:06 p.m.  

 
II. Roll Call 
The roll was taken and absent members were excused. A quorum was present. 
 
III. Approval of December 11, 2013 Meeting Minutes 
The Chair asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the December 11, 2013 meeting. No corrections or additions were 
offered. Commissioner Strand moved, supported by Judge Whitbeck, to adopt the minutes of the December 
11, 2013 Michigan Law Revision Commission meeting. There was no further discussion. The minutes were 
unanimously approved.   
 
IV. Approval of February 13, 2014 Meeting Minutes/Notes 
The Chair noted that although there was no quorum at the February 13, 2014 meeting, minutes were drafted. He inquired 
if the members’ preference is to officially adopt the proposed notes to have them included in the committee record even 
though no action or votes were taken at that meeting. Vice Chair Derezinski moved, supported by Representative 
Leonard, to approve the proposed notes of the February 13, 2014 meeting. There was no further discussion. 
The notes were unanimously approved. 
 
V. Criminal Sentencing and Procedures Project  
The Chair called on Vice Chair Derezinski who provided a summary of the project. Vice Chair Derezinski then called on    
Mr. Carl Reynolds, Senior Legal and Policy Advisor of The Council of State Governments, to begin the presentation.        
Mr. Reynolds highlighted the findings to date and called on Mr. Andy Barbee, CSG Research Manager, to continue with 
more in-depth details. A copy of the CSG presentation is attached to these minutes.  
 
VI. Comments from Commissioners 
After the presentation, a period of question and answer followed. Chairman McLellan inquired about the submission of the 
CSG report and whether it will include specific areas the Commission should focus on. Mr. Reynolds affirmed that it would.  
 
Judge Whitbeck queried if CSG anticipates that the report will recommend that Michigan’s current structure needs tweaking 
or if a complete change is required. Mr. Reynolds indicated that it would more than likely just need to be tweaked.  
 
Commissioner Ward commented that having guidelines from other states such as North Carolina would be helpful.  
Mr. Reynolds responded that the National Center for State Courts 2008 report entitled, “State Sentencing Guidelines, 
Profiles and Continuum” would be a useful source for this information. 
 
VII. Public Comment 
The Chair asked if there were any public comments.  Judge William Carmody, Chief Judge of the 11th Circuit Court, provided 
comments regarding the differences between jail and prison time and the problems with probation and supervision. He 
added that more resources should be directed for supervision at the local level. There were no other public comments. 
 
VIII. Adjournment 
Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:19 p.m. 
 
 
(Minutes approved at the May 13, 2014 MLRC Meeting.)
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